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Perpendicular Magnetic Recording, 1977
In 1977, Professor Shunichi Iwasaki led his Tohoku University team in developing a magnetic recording

system with a pole head writing on a cobalt-alloy, thin-film perpendicular medium having a soft
magnetic underlayer. This medium and configuration enabled data recording densities beyond those
possible with longitudinal recording. Since 2005, perpendicular magnetic recording has played a crucial

role in the continued growth of magnetic storage device capacity. October 2023
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Perpendicular Magnetic Recording, 1977

In 1977, Professor Shunichi Iwasaki led his Tohoku University team in developing
| 2 magnetic recording system with a pole head writing on a cobalt-alloy, thin-film
8 pemendicular medium having a soft magnetic underlayer. This medium and
configuration enabled data recording densities beyond those possible with
| longitudinal recording. Since 2005, perpendicular magnetic recording has played a

o crucial role in the continued growth of magnetic storage device capacity.
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