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January 2008. It was not only IEEEIS fourth student congress in R10, but was aso

[the student congressCiwhich saw a turnout of over 300 students from all over Asia
Pacific and a galaxy of dignitaries gracing the event. January was ideal for this congress,
as the weather and the ambience was pleasantly appeasing. The theme of this R10
Student Congress was [IEEE for Youth [JLeveraging Social Networking for Professional
Development€. It was an accurate commemoration of mankindIs technical achievements
and of IEEEIS diverse network of young people. The congress had a common day, 28"
January, with the GOLD/WIE congress being held during the same time. The student
congress was the fourth of the series after three R10 student congresses at Singapore,
Hong Kong and Beljing, and was being held for the first timein India

I EEE Region 10 Student Congress 2008 was held at Chennai, India from 27-30"

{Reginn 10 (Asia Pacific) Student Congress 2008, Chennai, India, January 27-30th 2008

Sunday, 27" January, 2008:

Unofficially (as most of the student delegates as well as the respected senior delegates
had already arrived), the R10 SC 2008 began on 27" January. Student delegates ranging
from Japan, Korea, China, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Thailand, Macau, Malaysia, as well as
from Australia and New Zealand began checking into their respective dormitories on this
day. To shed their jet lag, and more importantly to network, games of basketball, squash,
chess were available where simple, true & silent bonding took place. Dinner was served
at the SSN College of Engineering, the gracious and generous host institution of this
event. Keeping in mind IEEEIS tag line ¥Networking the WorldL] there was an ice-
breaking-cum-integration activity where al the student delegates interacted amongst
themselves, and showed off their culture and customs.



Monday, 28" January, 2008:

28" January came and the venuels auditorium slowly filled up with students dressed in
formals, all feeling important and getting noticed with their new IEEE R10 SC 2008
portfolio bags. The atrium of the auditorium was impressive, and portrayed diverse and
multi cultural India.

The inaugural session of the R10 Student congress started with the lighting of the
traditional lamp by the dignitaries, followed by the invocation, a melodious Indian song
to invoke the blessings of Goddess Saraswati, the Goddess of wisdom and knowledge.
Mini S. Thomas, R10 Student Activities Coordinator and also the General Chair of the
organizing committee started of the proceedings with her remarks about the organization
of the congress. She introduced all the dignitaries to the audience, and the delegates were
also introduced country/ section wise.

S. Salivahanam, |EEE Madras Section Chair and Principal of SSN college, the host
institution, gave the welcome address followed by the release of the souvenir prepared
for the occasion, by the |EEE president and CEO Lewis M. Terman.



