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Commercialization of the Fish Finder, 1949

In 1949, Furuno Electric Company, Ltd. successfully commercialized the world’s first fish finder. Unlike echo
sounders that detect strong echo signals from the seabed, the fish finder used an improved reception amplifier
to detect weak echo signals reflected from fish schools, and ultrasonic transducers that protruded from the
fishing boat’s bottom to minimize the influence of sailing noise. Fish finders dramatically reformed the fishery

industry in Japan, and subsequently worldwide. April, 2025
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