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Gennai Hiraga’s Erekiteru: First Electrostatic Generator in Japan, 1776

In 1776, a friction-induced electrostatic generator was first demonstrated in Japan by
Gennai Hiraga after he spent six years repairing and restoring a broken device imported
from the Netherlands. His improved design was later called the Elekiteru, and its widespread
demonstration in Japan inspired the country's first generation of electricity researchers.
Hiraga's Elekiterus have been displayed in Tokyo and in Kagawa Prefecture, respectively.
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