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Inverter Air Conditioners, 1980-1981

Toshiba developed and mass-produced the world’s first split-type air conditioners with
inverter-driven compressors for commercial and residential applications in 1980 and
1981, respectively. Compact and robust inverters using power electronics technologies
allowed variable-speed control of the compressors for optimized air-conditioning
operations, with significantly improved comfort and energy efficiency. These innovations
led to widespread use of inverter air conditioners across the world.
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