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First Operational Large-Scale Latent Fingerprint Identification System, 1982

NEC, formerly known as Nippon Electric Company, introduced the world’s first large-scale automated
fingerprint identification system (NEC AFIS) equipped with a latent fingerprint matching function in
1982. This was a powerful crime-solving tool capable of matching even fragmented latent fingerprints
against a large database, a task that previously had been impossible. It enabled the world’s police agencies
to expedite searches for suspects, an efficiency that many public-safety experts
valued. Dec 2020
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