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Keage Power Station:
Japan’s First Commercial Hydroelectric Plant, 1890-1897
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Keage Power Station achieved Japan’s first commercial hydroelectric generation using
water intake from the Lake Biwa Canal. Construction of the station began in 1890, and was
completed in 1897 with a total capacity of 1,760kW, pioneering the start-up of power
generation. A second canal revitalized the station in 1936 with a capacity of 5,700kW,
contributing to Japan’s technological modernization.
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