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 Commercialization and Industrialization of Photovoltaic Cells, 1959-83
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Sharp Corporation pioneered the development and commercialization of photovoltaic
(PV) cells for applications ranging from satellites to lighthouses to residential uses. From
the beginning of research into monocrystal PV-cells in 1959, to the mass production of
amorphous PV-cells in 1983, this work contributed greatly toward the industrialization of
photovoltaic technologies and toward the mitigation of global warming.
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